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Almost two years ago, the Catawba Riverkeeper
Foundation intervened in the Crescent Resources law-
suit against Burke County over the Lake James Land
Use Ordinance. In North Carolina, civil procedures
require litigants to try to settle differences before meet-
ing in the courtroom. For the past 18 months, the
Southern Environmental Law Center has represented
our interests in direct negotiations with Crescent
Resources over the future development level of Lake
James.
The overarching debate centered on two widely diver-
gent visions for the future of Lake James. On one
hand, there was Crescent Resources vision  - to priva-
tize the shoreline of yet another Catawba River lake by
turning it into a series of exclusive residential subdivi-
sions. This practice greatly diminishes the public access
and recreation opportunities that Duke Power will be
required to reassess as part of its relicensing process.
On the other hand, there was the community's vision -
to make Lake James a major eco-tourism destination by
linking the Linville River Gorge Wilderness area in the
east to the Pisgah National Forest and the
Overmountain Victory trail in the west. The US Forest
Service and the NC Parks Service are key components
of this shared local vision. It reflects the more sustain-
able and long-term, green-dollar tourism economic
model that has been so successful for Asheville and
much of western North Carolina.
Throughout the long months of negotiation, the
Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation and local Burke
County residents worked with Crescent Resources to
move from the traditional lake development model to a
model for Lake James that is more sustainable.

continued on page 6
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Lake  Norman  Covekeepers  
Make  First  Ever  River  

Guardian  Buffer  Awards  
Inaugural River Guardian Buffer Awards were made at CRF’s
Annual Meeting held at Waterfront Hall, Jetton Park, Lake
Norman on Saturday, April 3, 2004. The Lake Norman
Covekeepers surveyed their patrol areas looking for homes
with exceptional buffers and identified three that met both
the technical and aesthetic criteria.

Properties were required to have a shoreline buffer main-
tained according to NC buffer laws and be especially attrac-
tive, adding to the beauty of the lake and the individual prop-
erty. The state now requires a 50-foot buffer on Catawba
River lakes such as Lake Norman. Lots platted before June
30, 2001 are required to maintain a 30-foot buffer.

A well-maintained vegetative buffer on a lakeside property is
one way that homeowners can help protect water quality.
Buffers of native trees, woody plants, and perennials slow
down stormwater and filter out harmful pollutants.
Overhanging trees can cool the water's edge and establish a
wildlife corridor. A buffer can also add to the beauty of the
property, cut down the increasing noise from the lake, and
help to moderate temperatures.

A riparian corridor or buffer is a strip of forested or vege-
tated land bordering a body of water. A buffer may be any
combination of native trees, shrubs, grasses and herbs,
although deep-rooted woody vegetation is best for removing
nutrients and stabilizing lakeshore. Besides retaining the
existing buffer, residents can include native plants to add to
its beauty and effectiveness in protecting water quality and to
provide natural habitat.

This year’s winners include Susan and Ben Benoit of Denver;
Janice and Gary Drinnon of Cornelius; and Hazel and Ted
Harrington of Mooresville. The Benoits and Drinnons
attended our Annual Meeting and Covekeeper Cynthia Jones

continued on page 6
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by Rick Gaskins

Carolina Sportslink will host a series of three open water
races for swimmers ages 12 and up.  The 1st race will be held
at McDowell Park on Lake Wylie June 19th; the 2nd at Latta
Plantation Park on Mountain Island Lake July 17th; and the
finale at Ramsey Creek Park on Lake Norman August 7th.
All three events feature a 1.2 and a 2.4 mile  race.  Racers will
register by 7:00 am and the 1.2 mile races will start at 8:00 am.

About 400 participants are expected and twice that many
spectators.  The net proceeds from the series will benefit the
Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation.  Awards will go to the
Top 3 Overall Racers in both mens and womens categories
and to the Top 3 in each age group by gender.

More information is available at www.runforyourlife.com.
and on our website www.catawbariverkeeper.org
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Ramblings  From  the  Board  Chair

The past year was busy and successful for the Catawba
Riverkeeper Foundation. Our successes are due to the hard

work of many individuals - mostly our dedicated staff,
Lakekeepers, and Covekeepers. We are fortunate to attract
committed staff members who pour their hearts into the work
of the organization. This year, we lost two of them - Catherine
Mitchell and Michelle Wilber. Scott Justice helped fill the gaps
left by their departure until we could hire replacements.

The role of the Board is mostly behind the scenes. Our goal
has been to provide support for the Riverkeeper, her staff,

and our tireless volunteers. During the past year, we spent a lot
of time interviewing applicants and debating the best structure
for the organization. The Board has also been active in managing
the finances of the Foundation, raising money, and participating
in the substantive work of the Foundation.

Significant activities of Foundation during our 2003/2004
fiscal year included the following:

Chronologically

--  Clean Water Lobby Day in both Carolinas
--  Annual meeting

--  Decision by N.C. Environmental Management
Commission revoking hydraulics permit for Highway 150
Sewage Treatment Plant in response to Riverkeeper and

Covekeeper administrative challenge
--  Riverkeeper day on Lake Wylie

--  Raft Up
--  2003 River Romp

--  Door to Door membership canvass
--  Belmont WalMart hearing

--  Settlement with NCDENR and Delta Mills regarding dis-
charge into South Fork of the Catawba

--  Lake James settlement
Throughout the Year 

--  Lake Sweep
--  Involvement in dam relicensing 

--  Catawba Buffer rules
--  Covekeeper meetings and training

--  Responding to reports of problems on 
hundreds of miles of rivers and lakes

--  Advocacy at meetings of marine commissions 
and other governing bodies

--  Presentations to groups and clubs
--  Hwy 150 Sewage Treatment issues and 

generally the problem of package 
sewage treatment plants

--  A River for Everyone fundraising campaign 
--  Improving membership records

--  Obtaining grants 
--  Revamping our financial accounting system 

For next year, we have even grander plans for the organization.
We will continue many of the same events and activities. We

have hired a fantastic new Development Director (Althea
Callaway) and a Business Manager with significant administrative
experience (Barrie Platt). With our new team in place, we expect
to reduce our dependence on grants and broaden our
membership base. We believe that it is a realistic goal to have
10,000 members in 5 years. There is a very wide potential
membership base for this organization. How many people do
you know who oppose protecting the Catawba River? Our
enterprising Board members (particularly Rhonda Cato, C.D.
Collins, and Jane Henderson) have already begun a series of
membership and fundraising events. By the end of the year, we
hope to increase individual donations to 50% of our total
budget). Then, we can use grants primarily to expand the
programs of the Foundation rather than to support established
programs.

The Board is also trying to learn from the past and devote the
resources of the Foundation to the core mission of the

organization. One casualty of this re-examination of our mission
has been this year’s River Romp. Last year, a tremendous amount
of effort went into the RiverRomp. Although the event was
successful for a first-time event, it sucked up the time of most of
the staff and several volunteers for about three months. This
year, we also faced higher requirements for insurance coverage.
We concluded that we should devote our resources to activities
that are more closely related to the core mission of the
organization. So, we will not have a 2004 River Romp. But, it may
be revived in the coming years if there are volunteers willing to
help organize the event.

Most importantly, in 2004/2005, we want to renew the
emphasis on the Lakekeeper/Covekeeper programs, which

allow us to be many places and doing many things at the same
time. Donna Lisenby, as wonderful as she is, cannot be
everywhere at once.

Finally, we want to thank long-serving Board members Norah
Dahlen and Bob Long for their hard work over the past few

years. Norah and Bob retired from the Board this year and we
will miss their wisdom and advice. We are delighted to welcome
Debra Bechtel, Jay Bunzey, Gary Faulkenberry, and Mike Hucks
to the Board. You’ll note that we decided it would take four
people to replace Norah and Bob!



The 6th Annual
Meeting of the

Catawba Riverkeeper
Foundation was held
at Waterfront Hall in
Jetton Park at Lake
Norman.  About 55
members attended,
making it one of the
largest ever. 

Board Member Jane
Henderson

welcomed the group
and introduced former Board Chair Ron Bryant,
who made some inspirational comments.   Current
Board Chair Rick Gaskins gave a comprehensive
report on the activities of the Foundation since the
last Annual Meeting in April, 2003, which was
followed by Treasurer Gene Daniels’ Financial
Report.  

Vice-Chair Vicki
Taylor conducted

an election of Board
members. Debra
Bechtel, Jay Bunzey,
Gary Faulkenberry,
and Mike Hucks were
elected and Rick
Gaskins, Oscar
Penegar, Jim Rex, and
Vicki Taylor were re-
elected for a second
term.

Volunteer
Appreciation

Awards went to
Bruce Anderson,
Andrew Beachley,
Chuck  and Sandra
Bralley, C.D. Collins,
Gene Daniels, Bill
Ethridge, Gary
Faulkenberry,
Henry Fogle,
Cynthia Jones,
George Meyer,
Sarah Williams, and
Chuck St. Clair.  Eric Jenkins was named
Volunteer of the Year. (See page 7 for a story on
Eric.)

Outgoing Advisory Board Member Lisa
Renstrom and

Board of Directors
Members Norah
Dahlen and Bob
Long were
recognized for their
years of service to
the Foundation.

6th  Annual  Meeting
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BBUSINESS PPROFILE

We are greatly indebted to the Hall Marine Group and its' President, Jeff Hall, for
their donation of a boat slip for the Riverkeeper Patrol Boat at their Lake Wylie
Marina location. This valuable donation allows us to pursue our primary mission
even more vigorously.

Lake Wylie Marina is a full service marina featuring Sea-Ray and Boston Whaler. They also have a num-
ber of pre-owned boats for sale. They are located on Highway 49 south at the Buster Boyd Bridge. By
water, you can find them just north of the bridge beside T-Bones Restaurant. For more information, visit
their website at www.hallmarine.com/wylie.htm or call them at 803.831.2101. 

Hall Marine Group also operates Sea Ray of Lake Norman and has stores in Charleston, Columbia, and
Greenville in South Carolina, and Savannah in Georgia.  They have been in business serving lake com-
munities for twenty-seven years.  We appreciate their support and encourage all of you to stop by and
add your personal thanks to ours next time you are nearby.

Treasurer Gene Daniels
Gives Financial Report

to CRF Members

Board Chair Rick Gaskins Presents
Outgoing Board Member Norah
Dahlen with Appreciation Gift

Ron Bryant Shares 
Inspirational Comments

Vice Chair Vicki Taylor
Presides Over

Board Elections 



MOUNTAIN ISLAND LAKE
GETS FIRST LAKEKEEPER

We are delighted that longtime advocate Pam Beck was recently elected
by her fellow Covekeepers at Mountain Island Lake as their first
Lakekeeper. She has spent more than 10 years working to protect MIL.
We interviewed her so CRF members could get to know her better.  Many
of you will remember Pam from her stint as Volunteer Coordinator for
CRF.

Q.  How long have you lived at Mountain Island Lake?  
A. I have lived on Mountain Island Lake for 12 years and have enjoyed boating
on the Catawba all my life.

Q.  What brought you to the area?  
A.  I grew up in Mt. Holly and started visiting the lake with my family when I
was an infant.  We still have the old wooden cabin cruiser built by my grandfa-
ther in 1958 for cruising, camping and fishing on Mountain Island Lake.  My
husband and I restored it several years ago. 

Q.  What are your primary water quality/conservation related interests?
A.  I'm concerned about the impact of land disturbing activities, overcrowding,
and over-water boat fueling.

Q.  Is there a particular incident that you were involved in dealing with
Mountain Island Lake?  
A. In 1998, a developer had an option to purchase 450 acres of land owned by
Crescent Resources, which was located directly upstream from the drinking water
intakes for the cities of Gastonia and Mt. Holly.  As a native of Mt. Holly, I was
concerned that my hometown politicians approved dense zoning and development
in this sensitive location.  It was obvious that hundreds of rooftops and miles of
paved roads would dramatically impact the water intakes serving the citizens of
Gaston County.  After our concerns fell upon the deaf ears of the Mt. Holly City
Council, I contacted the Riverkeeper, the Trust for Public Land, the North
Carolina Clean Water Management Trust Fund, state agencies, and the City of
Gastonia.  The Riverkeeper, TPL, and the Gastonia City Council understood the
potential damage to the public trust.  The City of Gastonia worked out a plan to
purchase the land and implement a conservation easement with the help of the
Catawba Lands Conservancy.  The City of Gastonia leaders demonstrated fore-
sight by protecting water quality from massive residential development.  

Q.  Why did you want to become a Lakekeeper? 
A.  Having been elected Mountain Island Lakekeeper by my peers is an honor.
The Riverkeeper program is a worthwhile project for anyone who wants to see
lake environments flourish.  I compare the program to a citizen's watch for the
river. 

Q.  What are some of your concerns about the state of the lake at this
time? 
A.  I want to see boaters better educated about lake issues such as hydrilla and
fueling practices.  The newly constructed neighborhoods offer boat slip leases to
their residents.  Boats are stored in slips on the water for easy access and conve-
nience.  The boaters occupying the multi-slip docks usually fill up their tanks
with 5-gallon gasoline cans.  I have photographs of gas cans bouncing on the
docks and floating in the water.  Filling your boat over the water with a gas can
is like fueling your lawn mower on a bouncing trampoline.  Because it is a pro-
tected water supply serving nearly one million people, Mountain Island Lake
does not, and should not, have gas facilities.  Yet Duke Power and FERC have
approved hundreds of on-water boat storage slips for various neighborhoods on
Mountain Island Lake because it is an extremely lucrative venture.

NNCC CClleeaann  WWaatteerr
LLoobbbbyy  DDaayy  MMaakkeess  WWaavveess

On May 19th, the Catawba Riverkeeper
Foundation and the North Carolina
Wildlife Federation joined forces to take a
group of advocates from Charlotte to
Clean Water Lobby Day in Raleigh, NC.
Participants were of all ages and their
experience levels ranged from amateur
activists to longtime lobbyists.  Our group
joined more than 150 other participants
from all over the state, making this the
largest and most successful Clean Water
Lobby Day ever in North Carolina.  

Participants were briefed on the bus about
current water issues facing our region and
the entire state, particularly stormwater
pollution.  Meetings were scheduled with
many of the region's representatives and
senators, and there was also time to meet
with other legislative officials.  

Our groups were extremely well-received.
More than 80 legislators were visited and
we left literature at the offices of an addi-
tional 30 regarding the stormwater bills,
the harmful effects of urban sprawl, and
the Clean Water Management Trust Fund.
With so many participants, we are confi-
dent that we made an impact!  Quite a few
senators and representatives signed on to
support efforts to enact beneficial legisla-
tion for the state’s waterways.

All participants were invited to a closing
meeting organized by the North Carolina
Conservation Network where final
remarks were made and the Riverkeeper
Cup was presented to the group with the
most volunteers.  Our fellow Charlotteans
with the North Carolina Wildlife
Federation took home the award, with
Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation coming
in a strong third place.  Next year, with
your help, we will bring the Riverkeeper
Cup home!  

I am sure that everyone who went will
agree that the day was definitely two
“blue” thumbs-up!  We look for-
ward to seeing you next year
for Clean Water Lobby Day!
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Welcome  to  New
CRF Members

Individuals
Debra & Kenneth Bechtel

Emerson Bell
James Bissell
James Blair

Gerald & Joy Cheek
Daniel Clodfelter &

Elizabeth Bevan
Owen Cobb

William Craemer
John Crosland III

Roy & Judith Dellinger
Bud & Ellen Eller

B.D. & Patsy Farmer
Fredrick Fisher
Patrick Frazer

James & Carolyn Fulks
Christopher Gazjuk

Marvin Gibson
Lewis Glenn III

Christopher Graz
Jack & Zola Hugh

Michael & Earlene Hucks
Thomas Hynes
Chris Jackson

Susan Kost
Evan MacWhirter

Daniel Mathis
Timothy Mattox

Caroline McCarthy
Teal & Aaron Michel

Gerald & Janet Mintun
Thad Morrison
Krista Newkirk

Dennis O'Connor II
Tom & Nancy Ostrowski

Katherine Paul
Stephen Pepitone

Lindsay Pettus
James & Leslie Platt

Doris & Bill Platt
Kathy Ridge

Jo & Michael Rizer
Ira & Majorie Schmidt

Norm & Marianne Schul
Jane Perry Shoemaker
Max & Beverly Sporer

Vicki Sutton & Chuck Bing
Roy Taylor

Charles & Julia Trice
Lisa Vaccaro

Jay & Shelly Wagoner
Howard Webb
Greg Wessling

Kathy & Larry Wilson
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New  Corporate  Members
Blemann & Rowell Company

Brawley Beverage
Environmental Support Center

Century 21 Hecht Realty
Discount Printing
E & S Securities

Interstate Electric Co.
Lake Norman Marine Commission

Massalon Enterprises
McKenney Auto Dealerships

Prime Mechanical Contractors Inc.
Saltshaker Marina

Wanda Smith & Associates
Woodbury Homes

Additions  to  the  Board
We continue  to expand the CRF Board of Directors.  C.D. Collins joined the
Board in 2003.  His introduction to CRF came when his wife, Judy, happened to
see a notice in the Gastonia newspaper announcing a Covekeeper meeting.
They attended that meeting and agreed to undertake the year-long Covekeeper

training.  Since then, C.D. also accepted the position
of Gaston County Regional Covekeeper and, more
recently, agreed to serve on our Board.

Having previously lived and worked in a farming
community near Raleigh, NC, he learned to appreci-
ate the lakes, streams, and forests.  When he moved to
Charlotte in 1959, C.D. fell in love with Lake Wylie.  In
1966, he bought a 100-year old river cabin accessible
only in dry weather and complete with an outhouse!
He has since learned to scuba dive in Lake Wylie and
has spent 38 years boating there.

C.D.’s more than 35-year career as a contractor includ-
ed five years building water and sewer treatment plants.  He also worked on
numerous other large commercial projects and retired as President of Alpha
Mechnical, Inc.  Then, C.D. came out of retirement and served as Assistant
Project Manager for the Panthers football stadium.  He and Judy now live in
Belmont and he is actively engaged in both Covekeeper and Boardmember
roles.  C.D. says, “I am a supreme optimist - I believe we can all make a differ-
ence if we try.”

Gary Faulkenberry joined the Board in January.  A
Clemson graduate and retired DuPont engineer,
Gary’s youth in Camden did not include any particu-
lar affiliation with Lake Wateree.  But, since his retire-
ment and decision to return home, he and his wife,
Ann, found Lake Wateree to be an ideal place to focus
their lives.  The bonus of living on the lake is that it
has been a “magnet” attracting friends and family to
visit.

Soon after moving, Gary became involved in the Lake
Wateree Homeowners Association (WHOA.)  This led to an interest in learning
more about water quality and the environment.  Covekeeper training honed
those skills and joining the CRF Board is a natural step for someone with the
kind of management experience Gary acquired at DuPont.  Gary says, “I have
learned to truly value the qualities and uniqueness of Lake Wateree.  I have also
accepted that if water ‘belongs to the people,’  then it is up to us to protect and
improve that natural resource for today’s and future generations.” 

C.D. Collins

“Wish  List”
Have a boat you no longer
use? Get a tax break by
donating it to the Catawba
Riverkeeper Foundation and
enhance the resources avail-
able to CRF. 

Other needs:

Color laser printer
Fax machine

Gary Faulkenberry



The parties to the negotiations chose
to make Lake James a place of peace
and reconciliation where we start to
learn how to build a balanced and
shared future for future generations
rather than a battleground pitting
developers against environmentalists.

Ultimately, Crescent Resources finally
listened. A new team of Crescent
Resources managers led by Jim Mozely
took the regional vision articulated and
presented to them by the Lake James
Task Force in December back to the
drawing board where they analyzed
whether they could make a real estate
development model work within it.
They found they could make it work
both economically and environmental-
ly.  From that point on, it was a much
more collaborative negotiation.

The centerpiece of the negotiation was
the establishment of significant public
lands on Lake James. Our preferred
outcome was significant expansion of
the Lake James State Park - taking it
from its current size of 565 acres across
the lake where a park expansion of
3,000 acres was most strategic. We are
pleased to announce the pending settle-

ment of the lawsuit with Crescent
Resources. They agreed to sell the state
of North Carolina approximately 3,000
acres on the western shoreline of the
Linville River arm of the lake and to
strict low impact development require-
ments for the remainder of their prop-
erty on Lake James.

While I'm not sure the Catawba
Riverkeeper Foundation will ever fully
endorse or support any kind of devel-
opment on the shoreline of a water
body because of the negative impact of
development on water quality, the
terms and conditions agreed upon for
the future development of Lake James
in Burke County are simply the most
environmentally sustainable in the
entire 5,000 square mile watershed of
the Catawba River basin. The Lake
James negotiation certainly represents a
significantly positive environmental
outcome for the Catawba River with
3,000 acres of public lands set aside into
perpetuity. We hope it also represents a
significant change in how Duke Energy
and its subsidiaries do business with
local communities on the riverfront.

Rather than the "it's our way or the

highway" approach of the Rick Priory
era, I would like to believe this is an
indication that Duke is serious about
collaborative partnerships, even when
that means working with your toughest
critic. For the moment, the Foundation
will put aside past differences and take
our hats off to say “Congratulations
Crescent Resources, good job. You have
earned the Riverkeeper Foundation's
thanks and appreciation for your will-
ingness to modify your approach to
development on Lake James to one that
is more sustainable and protective of
the environment.”

To all the members and supporters of
the Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation,
we thank you as well. If not for your
generous support of the Foundation's
work on the Catawba, we would not
have been there at the critical moment
in 2002 when it became necessary to
intervene in the Crescent Resources
lawsuit in Burke County. We expect
your membership dollars to result in a
3,000 acre state park expansion that will
function to protect and preserve the
headwaters region of the Catawba
River for generations to come.

C r e s c e n t   R e s o u r c e s   L a w s u i t

RIVER GUARDIAN BUFFER AWARDS
continued from page 1

presented their awards, which were beautifully framed and matted photos of their homes.

Benoit Residence Drinnon Residence Harrington Residence6

continued from page 1



Catawba  Riverkeeper
Foundation,  Inc.

926  Elizabeth  Ave  #301
Charlotte,  NC  28204-22204

Phone:    704.373.1916
Fax:    704.373.1665
Toll-FFree  Hotline
1-8877-4483-77533

STAFF
Donna Lisenby

Catawba Riverkeeper
& Executive Director

donna@catawbariverkeeper.org
Althea Callaway

Development Director
althea@catawbariverkeeper.org

Barrie Platt
Business Manager

barrie@catawbariverkeeper.org
Peter Phillips, PhD

Water Quality 
Research Director

BOARD
Rick Gaskins, Chair

Vicki Taylor, Vice-Chair
Gene Daniels, Treasurer

Debra Bechtel
Jay Bunzey

Rhonda Gibson Cato
C.D. Collins

Gary Faulkenberry
Jane Henderson
Michael Hucks
Oscar Penegar

Jim Rex
ADVISORY BOARD

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
H.W. “Will” Close

Jackie Bagley
Philip Blumenthal

Rolfe Neill
Fountain Odom

William L. Spencer
H.A. “Humpy” Wheeler

The Catawba Riverkeeper
Foundation was created to 

protect 225 miles and 11 
reservoirs of the Catawba 

River, which now serves nearly 
2 million people in 14 counties

in both Carolinas.
Visit us on the Web at:
www.catawbariverkeeper.org

MARK YOUR CALENDAR......
Regular  Covekeeper  Meetings  -  All  Meetings  at  7:00  pm

No  July  Meetings!
Lake Norman Berea Baptist Church
1st Thursday of Month        
Lake Wateree August 12th at Camden Chamber Office        
2nd Thursday September 9th at Dutchman Creek Fire Dept

of Month October 14th at Camden Chamber Office

Lake Wylie Red Fez Club off Hwy #49
2nd Wednesday of Month
Mountain Island Lake Cooks Presbyterian Church
2nd Monday of Month        

How  to  Make  Stock  
Donations  to  CRF
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Instead of making a cash contribution, you may wish to donate to CRF by trans-
ferring stock.  If you find this advantageous for  tax or other reasons, it’s a sim-
ple process.  Just place an order with your broker to transfer stock from your
account to the CRF brokerage account #2145 4482 with DTC #0141 @ Wachovia.
Then, mail, fax, or Email us a copy of the order, your broker’s name, address and
phone number, and the date of the transaction.  We will acknowledge your
transfer as soon as we receive confirmation.  Please note that transfers may take
up to three business days to complete before we receive your donation. 

Our  Volunteer  of  the  Year
Eric Jenkins of Morganton, NC, was chosen as CRF’s
Volunteer of the Year for 2004.  "As a volunteer, Eric did
a remarkable job of creating a bridge between the inter-
ests of the Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation, Crescent
Resources, and the residents of Burke County in the Lake
James lawsuits.” said Donna Lisenby.

Ultimately, the pending settlement Jenkins helped nego-
tiate will result in a master plan for Lake James. At the

heart of plan is a proposed state park expansion.  The parties committed to
making approximately 3,000 acres of critically important Lake James lands
slated for residential development by Crescent Resources available for
public ownership and state park lands.  “As Americans, it is our duty to
leave  future generations no less opportunity than we received,” says Eric.  

This will be an important conservation milestone, accomplishing the dual
environmental objectives of preserving open space and protecting water
quality. "Eric makes connections with people and then brings them out to
Lake James for tours on his pontoon boat. He doesn't just tell them the
Lake James story, he takes his own time, money and resources to show
them, and those personal connections to the Lake that Eric facilitates with
such effectiveness make all the difference in the world," said Lisenby.

Eric says, “I consider the volunteers of the upper Catawba as a large wheel
and within that wheel I am one spoke. It takes a lot of spokes inside a
wheel for a wheel to roll smoothly and carry a lot of weight. Thanks to
everyone for allowing me to be a spoke. “

Eric Jenkins



Yes, I want to become a member of the
Catawba Riverkeeper® team and make a
commitment for future generations.

$10,000 Spider Lily
$ 5,000  Gold
$ 2,500  Patron
$ 1,000  Riverkeeper  
$   500   Defender 
$   250   Advocate 
$   100   Guardian 
$     50   Member  
$  Other _________

Name
Address
City, State   Zip     
Home Phone#   Alt Phone#
E-mail Fax#

Please make checks payable to: Catawba Riverkeeper
Foundation, 926 Elizabeth Ave #301 Charlotte, NC
28204-2204 or call 704.373.1916 to charge by phone 

Your Membership is Tax Deductible

m
em
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er
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ip
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R

F

See our article on 
page 4 for more
information on

membership benefits 
& goals. 

Join CRF today to 
help protect 

your water source.

Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation
926 Elizabeth Ave #301
Charlotte, NC  28204-2204
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WITHOUT COMPROMISE
PROTECTING YOUR WATER
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