Donna Marie Lisenby Biography

Catawba Riverkeeper 

Donna Lisenby is the Catawba Riverkeeper and has childhood roots in rural Blenheim, Marlboro County, South Carolina. With a close and extensive family throughout South Carolina, relatives would describe the eldest of three siblings as adventurous to daring, highly competitive in spirit with a drive from early on, "to right anything she saw as unfair or unjust." 

Donna's lifelong commitment for, "Building sustainable relationships between people and the Earth", began shortly after earned a Bachelors of Science from Clemson University in 1987. As manager of a 300 acre Chester County livestock farm, Donna transformed the farm from traditional farming practices into a demonstration project for sustainable agriculture. She also focused personal energy on her community by becoming a volunteer firefighter and helping start a neighborhood organization, the Edgemoor Community Action Association. Working with her neighbors, the Edgemoor group saved a local school from becoming a tire incineration facility and in 1993 they bought the building and turned it into a community center. The facility continues to serve the neighborhood today as the local voting precinct, home to a Head Start program and hosts an active Seniors Center. 

Donna's passion for sustainable communities would continue when she was chosen to serve as the Catawba Riverkeeper in 1998. Through the support and vision of the Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation, Donna has continued with indomitable spirit and "without compromise" to be the voice of the River. Her job is to preserve, protect and preserve all 300 miles of the Catawba River. She accomplishes this task by training and supervising a basinwide network of volunteer Covekeepers to conduct environmental education, water quality monitoring and enforcement of existing environmental laws. She has thusfar created, trained and leads major 4 neighborhood watch programs for the river on Lake Norman, Mountain Island Lake, Lake Wylie and Lake Wateree.

In the eight years since Lisenby took the helm of the Catawba Riverkeeper Program, she was named "Charlotte's Best Advocate" by Charlotte Magazine in May, 2000, a "1999 Guardian of the Environment" 

by The Charlotte Observer and was selected as a recipient of the Charlotte Coalition's "Blue Thumb" award. The Catawba Riverkeeper Program is also the only environmental organization to receive three  Best of Charlotte Awards for "Best Effort to Improve the Environment" in 1999, 2000 and 2004. Other awards include the the Mountain Island Lake Marine Commission's Blue Fin Award for 2003, the Lake James Task Force Award for Outstanding and Distinguished Service in 2004, and the 2005 J. H. "Mac" McSwain Community Service Award for exemplary community service to the Lake Wateree Community.

A tenacious and highly experienced advocate for building sustainable human relationships with the earth, Lisenby is also a compelling and passionate voice for the river. 

