July 29, 2010
Attn: Lisa Jackson, EPA Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency

 5305T, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20460
ATTN: Docket ID No., EPA–HQ–RCRA–2009–0640; Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Special Wastes; Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals From Electric Utilities Docket
Dear Ms. Jackson,

Coal-fired power plants are poisoning our water with coal ash, a waste product that contains arsenic, barium, chromium, mercury, selenium, lead and many other heavy metals. Constant discharges of this toxic substance are slowly filling and killing our local waterways. EPA must protect our most priceless asset, water. 

My local river, the Catawba-Wateree, is burdened with four EPA High Hazard Coal Ash Impoundments.  All four of these coal ash ponds are located on Catawba-Wateree River reservoirs that are used as a primary source of drinking water and for fishing and recreational boating opportunities. Despite the importance of these reservoirs, all of the ash ponds are unlined and constantly discharge heavy-metal laden waters into the Catawba-Wateree River.

Personally, I have enjoyed fishing and recreating on the river, and I don’t want to see it remain in harm’s way.  I don’t want to worry about what’s in the water, the fish and the sediment every time I place my boat in the River to go fishing or swimming.
Our waterbodies cannot incorporate constant discharges of arsenic and other heavy metals and remain a viable community assets for generations to come. It’s time for the Environmental Protection Agency to set strong federally enforceable safeguards that protect our health, our communities and our future with the selection of Subtitle C.
Please protect my drinking water, my sustenance, my recreational opportunities, my well-being and that of generations to come.

Sincerely,
