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Public Hearing Notice
Topic:  Wastewater Discharge Permit

Notice Number/Date:  10-014-M/February 3, 2010

Permit Applicant:  South Carolina Electric and Gas (SCE&G) 

Facility Location:  Discharge to the Wateree River.  Facility is SCE&G’s Wateree Power Plant at 142 Wateree Station Road, Eastover (Richland County).  SCE&G’s mailing address: SCANA, Corporate Environmental Services, 220 Operation Way, MC C221, Cayce, SC 29033-3701.

Hearing Topic:  Proposal to modify SCE&G’s NPDES Permit (permit: SC0002038)

Notice Purpose:  DHEC is seeking input on this proposed decision and invites interested people to a public hearing and/or to provide written comments.


 Hearing Details:  

 - March 9th, 7:00 pm, Webber Elementary School (140 Webber School Rd., Eastover)

 - DHEC will be available from 6:30 – 7:00 pm for a Q/A session, before the hearing.

· Parking and access to the building will be the back of the school. (Take Webber School Rd.,

then 1st left on unnamed Rd, next right on Dowdy Rd. to Chalk St., to back of school)

Permit Summary:  The Department of Health & Environmental Control (DHEC) regulates the discharge of pollutants to waters in South Carolina via an NPDES permit.  The discharge points into the Wateree River contain  recirculated cooling tower blowdown, cooling tower blowdown, low volume wastes, ash transport waters, coal pile runoff, miscellaneous power plant wastewaters, and storm water.  Based on the application from SCE&G, DHEC proposes to modify the company’s permit subject to public input.  

The proposed modifications are as follows:

1.  Part V.E.5 has been changed to allow construction storm water to be discharged through the existing permitted outfall without additional NPDES permit coverage.

2.  Limits on arsenic have been removed. Arsenic limits in Part III.A.2 have been replaced with monitor and report. The sampling frequency has been changed to 1/quarter. The schedule of compliance for arsenic limits has been removed.

3.  Monitoring for iron and manganese (upstream and effluent) has been removed from Part III.A.2.

4.  Text has been added to Part V.E.3 to allow an alternate sampling day for acute and chronic whole effluent toxicity.

5.  The description of the sources discharging to Outfall 03A listed on page 20 has been revised to include "landfill runoff/leachate."   This was inadvertently omitted from the previous permit on this page.

NOTE:  Removal of limits for arsenic, iron and manganese are based on changes to water quality standards published in the State Register on April 25, 2008 approved by EPA on September 16, 2008.

How To Comment? Provide comments at the hearing or give DHEC written comments no later than close of business March 12, 2010.  Forward comments to Melinda Vickers  (note notice # 10-014-M):  Bureau of Water, 2600 Bull Street, Columbia, SC  29201 (803-898-4186, vickermg@dhec.sc.gov).  

More Info?  DHEC’s project file is available for review at the above address and copies can be made for a fee by contacting our Freedom of Information Office (2600 Bull Street, Columbia, SC 29201, 803-898-3882).  Included in our file is a fact sheet.

Special Notes:  All people commenting will receive a response to comments when DHEC makes a permit decision.  Public notice information can be found at our web site at:  http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/water/npdesnotice.htm.  Please bring this matter to the attention of others who may be interested.  
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Brief Talking Points for Wateree Station NPDES Permit Changes

Please feel free to use all or some of the following talking points in your comments to SC DHEC regarding the proposed changes to the surface water discharge permit at SCE&G’s Wateree Station. 

· Ridiculous to remove Arsenic concentration limits, a poisonous, toxic compound already found in the Wateree River, its sediments, its fish and surrounding groundwater supplies – that’s not protecting our environment, our river, our wildlife or citizens of South Carolina

· Keep the arsenic monitoring requirements at monthly not quarterly

· Monitoring for iron and manganese should not be removed from this permit, because they are still contributing to the elemental content of the Wateree River – which affects pH, conductivity and other water quality parameters – DHEC changing of the Water Quality Standards in 2008 does not require DHEC to remove this important monitoring and protection within this NPDES permit

· Construction runoff should be monitored for turbidity and total suspended solids continuously to ensure the landfill construction activities do not contribute to water quality violations or increased sedimentation of the Wateree River

· Landfill runoff/leachate should be regularly monitored (at least monthly) between the landfill and Outfall 03A to develop a complete understanding of the metallic profile of the landfill runoff and surface leachate that enters the coal ash ponds which subsequently discharge to the Wateree River from Outfall 03A

· DHEC can require additional monitoring and stricter concentration limits to protect public and environmental health 
· DHEC should remember that their mission and vision statements, because these proposed changes do nothing to uphold either of these statements

Comment period ends this coming Friday, March 19, 2010 at 5:00pm. Please send an email titled “Note Notice 10-014-M: Wateree Station NPDES Comments” to Melinda Vickers at vickermg@dhec.sc.gov  and copy Catawba Riverkeeper David Merryman, david@catawbariverkeeper.org, so we can keep a record of comments as well. If you have any questions please feel free to email or call David at 704-770-5530 (cell).
Bureau of Water








