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Talking Points for Allen Steam Station NPDES Permit: NC0004979

From algal blooms to sewage overflows and chemical spills, Lake Wylie incorporates wastes from several discharges and impaired streams within its watershed. To this end, Lake Wylie has been placed back on the NC 303(d) list for impairment due to low pH or acidity. 

All the while, this large coal-fired power plant and its associated unlined coal-ash pond discharge into the source of drinking water in Belmont, Rock Hill, Fort Mill and portions of Tega Cay. Unlined coal ash ponds threaten the Catawba River through three primary routes of exposure:  1) catastrophic release, such as the December 2008 event in Tennessee, 2) daily untreated discharges from the coal ash ponds, and 3) seepage of contaminants from coal ash into the groundwater. To add further insult to injury, NC added the South Fork Arm of Lake Wylie to the 2010 Draft 303(d) List of Impaired Waters for high water temperature – that’s where Allen Steam Station’s cooling water discharge, aka “HOT HOLE,” is located and NC has issued Duke a variance for water temperature in the “Hot Hole.”
Specific comments on NC0004979:

· Thank you for the addition of required groundwater monitoring. A.(11.) This section of NC0004961 should include the “Sampling Plan approved by the Division.”
· Request an individual public hearing in your area for this specific discharge permit! 

· This permit should include a requirement for Duke Energy of the Carolinas to submit a plan to NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources that outlines a clean-up, lining and closure timeline for the coal ash pond currently discharging under this permit at Outfall 02.
· This permit should contain a reopener provision to allow the Department to modify the permit to incorporate any new court decision, guidance document, regulation, or statute on the designation, management, storage and use of coal combustion residuals, also known as coal ash wastes. 
· An Arsenic concentration limit of 10 μg/L (ppb) and a Selenium concentration limit of 5 μg/L should definitely be added to this permit at Outfall 02 (coal ash ponds).
· While selenium monitoring is monitored monthly under this draft permit, arsenic monitoring should be increased to a more regular frequency as well, at least monthly.
· Water temperatures from Outfall 01 should not contribute to the High Water Temperature impairment recognized by NC Division of Water Quality in its 2010 Draft 303(d) list.
· Metals currently monitored under this draft permit at Outfall 02 (Copper, Iron, Selenium, Arsenic, Cadmium, Chromium, Chloride, Total Zinc, Total Nickel, Total Silver, Total Mercury, and Total Beryllium) should have concentrations limits that reflect the fresh surface water quality standards for Lake Wylie. 
· Reasonable potential analysis shows that this discharge can cause exceedance of water quality standards for copper and zinc. This permit should have a concentration limit for zinc, especially since the potential for exceedance of water quality standards exists.
· Other metals, known to be in coal combustion wastewater streams, should be monitored monthly and limited to applicable and established NC fresh surface water quality standards by this permit. These metals include but are not limited to boron, barium, beryllium, cadmium, chlorides, chromium, lead, manganese, mercury, nickel, silver and zinc. See the attached document EPA’s Steam Electric Power Study for more information.
· Total Phosphorus (TP) should be monitored and limited in this permit at Outfall 02. Lake Wylie is already recognized as a eutrophic lake, meaning too much nitrogen and phosphorus, by the state of NC and has a nutrient TMDL.
· Total suspended solids (TSS) monitoring should be increased to 2/month.
· Total dissolved solids (TDS) 2/month monitoring should be added to this permit and limited to the NC fresh surface water quality standards (500mg/L) within this permit. TDS is recognized by EPA Steam Electric Power Study as a typical frequently observed coal combustion wastewater pollutant.
In addition, it is still reasonable to ask for Duke Energy to be required to develop a plan to install a liner under the coal ash ponds and to develop a contingency plan to address the impacts of a catastrophic failure of the coal ash ponds.

Send Comments to:
Surface Water Protection Section, Point Source Branch, 1617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1617
Or Email comments for Allen Steam Station to gil.vinzani@ncdenr.gov by May 28 at 5pm.
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